
Project Two
MUS 109 - Project Two

1. The assignment is to create an original recording/song that is between 2.5 and 4 minutes in length.

2. Each submitted song should contain the student’s voice in some way, but it does not have to be “sung” or use lyrics in a traditional manner. 

3) Collaborations are fine for this project. If you know someone who can help you (including someone else in the class), feel free to do so. If you are collaborating

with a classmate, you must provide a written explanation of the roles and responsibilities of each of you in completing the project. If you collaborate with someone

outside of the class, you must have the final say in how the music will sound, and provide an explanation of what your collaborator did to help you with the project. 

4) Try to make the music have a “form” of some sort – a beginning, middle and end. 

5) Upon finishing the production of your song, submit the recording as a MP3 file in the Project Two discussion area of d2l. 

6) Listen to at least three of your classmates’ songs, and provide a brief (50 words or so) “review” of their work.  

SOME HELPFUL HINTS: 

The easiest way to complete this assignment is to use Garageband (an inexpensive piece of software that is pre-loaded on any Apple product)

Another good piece of downloadable software for MAC is Audacity: http://audacity.sourceforge.net/ 

PCs also have free downloadable music production software, and many programs allow for downloading free trial versions. A PC garageband equivalent is ACID

Music Studio: http://www.sonycreativesoftware.com/download/trials/musicstudio 

At the same time, few PCs have software that is easy to use as Garageband. So, if you know someone who owns a MAC, it might be easiest to use their

computer. 

There are many pre-existing recordings and loops available for free download on sites like Pixabay or Zapsplat. If you download something akin to an entire

song, please add something to it to help shape it. Public domain sites require you to cite your work, and I expect you to explain how you've added something to

an existing song/recording.

Mash-ups are okay (sampling existing songs and assembling them in such a way as to create a “new” piece of music). Just remember to make sure your

recording has a beginning, a middle and an end, and that it contains your voice! 

Converting your recording into an MP3 must happen. Doing so can require loading new software onto your computer, and you will often have to Google “How

to convert .wav into .mp3 on iTunes” (or whatever software you are using). Audacity can convert files, and many PCs automatically use mp3s (pay attention to

“Saving As” when you are working with your files. 

Songs often have three sections (verse/chorus/break) where the verse and chorus alternate, then a “break” section that occurs about 2/3 of the way through

the song. Realizing that these three sections are typical in the construction of music might help you make sound files more easily. It might also help you create

variety and repetition in your music.

If you cannot upload a sound file to d2l, try a different browser. Sometimes one browser will interact  better with d2l than another. In the Spring of 2020, Firefox

has had the fewest issues, but that will change at some point. If you are really stuck, try uploading your sound file to youtube, and linking/embedding youtube

into the discussion area.

GRADING: 

Submitting an original mp3 of your recording, such that it has a good beginning, middle and end, and the recording contains your voice,  BY (deadline on Course

Calendar) will earn 25/40 points. 

You will lose points for .wav files or if there is no sound of your voice. Please, follow all of the instructions. 

To earn full credit, you must listen to 3 of your classmates recordings and post a response about them in the discussion area. You will not be able to listen to your

classmates recordings until you've posted in the discussion area.
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